
 

HITTING THE YEAR SMASHING OUR GOALS 
 

Kentish has hit 2018 with a very big bang. As discussed in our 
recent obligation meetings we have been finalising contracts 
with Territory Families, assisting in developing an assessment 
and rating format to bring OOHC to a nationally recognised 
standard and working closely with Territory Families to develop 
programs and new initiatives. We also had validators assess 
Educator’s houses with the feedback provided being very 
positive and affirms our high-quality and specialised care 
standards. Please enjoy our May/June/July Newsletter edition. 

 
 

Head Start 
To 2018 

KENTISH EVENTS 
 
Wednesday PD Training--------------------------16th 
Strategic Planning Night--------------------------22th  
FDC Obligation Meeting--------------------------23th 
Biggest Morning Tea-------------------------------24th 
Families Week – Family Breakfast--------------26th 
Sorry Day---------------------------------------------26th 
Reconciliation Week-----------------27/05 to 02/06 
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KENTISH HAS CONTINUED OUR EXPANSION ACROSS THE NORTHERN TERRITORY AND 

WE NOW PROVIDE OUR UNIQUE AND EXCEPTIONALLY HIGH-QUALITY CARE IN THE 

KATHERINE AND ALICE SPRINGS REGIONS. 

 
Sarah Fowler – Executive Director 
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Kentish Darwin Dingoes  

These apps have been 

conveniently reviewed by Kentish 

staff. 

Video Toolbox 
All Ages 

Video Toolbox provides you with a  
app, 

Food Additives Checker 
12 y/o to Adult 

 
   Food additives known also as “E” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Team Members: Sarah Fowler, Ray Beekmans, Celina 
Pope and Renee Kulda 
Support Crew: Robyn Henderson and Dale Fowler 
 

The Amazing Oxfam Journey 
The Kentish Darwin Dingoes would like to thank 

everyone for their well wishes, money and support 

that helped them cross the finish line – 100 kilometers 

in just over 40 hours. The walk was grueling, rewarding 

and torturous. They walked through heatwaves, 

torrential rain, thunderstorms and finished officially as 

a team. This journey would have not been possible 

with all the love and support from the Kentish 

Educators, staff, BOM and especially the two support 

crew members Robyn Henderson and Dale Fowler – 

Robyn and Dale did everything from medication runs 

at 4am from the Dandenong Mountains to the city 

chemist, right down to the menial tasks of assisting the 

Dingoes with putting their shoes on. The Dingoes also 

raised the most money in the whole of Australia in the 

Category of Government and Community Service. The 

word on the street is the Dingoes are howling again to 

perform another 100km Trailwalker next year and will 

release information at a later date. 
 
 

 

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) started as the Week of Prayer for 

Reconciliation in 1993 (the International Year of the World’s 

Indigenous People) and was supported by Australia’s major faith 

communities. In 1996, the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation 

launched Australia’s first ‘National Reconciliation Week’. The theme of 

this years’ NRW is exploring our past, learning more about Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures, and developing a 

deeper understanding of our national story. 
 

Kentish will be organising corroborated events, with more information 

to follow at a later date. 

Source: https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-

week/  

 

 

Kentish Darwin Dingoes   
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with a range of tools required to create and 
edit videos in an easy to use format.        Key 
Features Include; 

 Quick Cut 

 Video Editor 

 Video FX 

 Reverse Video 

 Mask Video  

                                     -Melinda Wilson 

 
 

 Numbers in Australia, are substances used to enhance the 
appearance and flavor of the food and prolong the shelf 
life. Some of them are safe, but some can be very 
dangerous and cause side effects, allergic reactions or 
hyperactivity. Food Additives checker helps you to make 
knowledgeable decisions of what food to buy. I encourage 
all Educators to download this app as you will be extremely 
surprised at what each numbered additive contains and the 
corresponding side effects on children and developing 
minds.  
                                                                          

                                                                        – Ray Beekmans 

100km FINISH LINE 

https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/


 

Back in November, at the AGM, the Board committed to being 
more visible to members and to maintaining good 
communications.  I think that we are doing better in this regard; I 
talked to many members at a training evening on Feb 21 and I 
met with the Kentish staff in April.  I will continue to take any 
opportunities that I can through the year to talk to members, as 
will other members of the Board. 
 
2018 has certainly started as a busy and challenging year.  On the 
very visible side, Cyclone Marcus caused quite a bit of destruction 
and there are still many reminders around weeks later. Most 
fortunately, none of our FDC or OOHC educator’s homes or the 
Kentish Offices were significantly affected and there was no 
interruption to our business.  Less visibly, but probably more 
importantly for Kentish, the results of the Royal Commission and 
the pending rearrangement of the way Territory Families do 
business is causing a lot of confusion and concern.  
 
I fully understand that changes make people nervous, and it is 
even worse when exactly what the changes will be, is not known.  
There are a few rumours about what the changes will involve, but 
none of them are correct as Territory Families still have not 
decided what will be happening.  Sarah and the staff are working 
very hard to keep on top of what the changes will be, and they 
will continue to let everyone know as soon as we have any 
relievable information. 

If you have real concerns about the changes that are coming up, 
or about any rumours, please get in contact with the staff, who 
will always have the latest information available.  I am also 
available to talk to any members when you think it is necessary. 
 
On more positive note, we have finalised the purchase of the 
childcare centre in Moulden in April.  This is a great step forward 
for Kentish and we will be working very hard over the next 18 
months to ensure that when we open the centre and that it 
reflects the high standards that we strive for at Kentish. 
 
Our expansion into Alice Springs is also now in full swing with the 
lease of office space and the employment of our first Alice 
Springs staff member.  I really hope that I can get down to Alice 
Springs (and also to Katherine) later this year for a look at our 
facilities and to meet the members face to face. 
 
It was great to hear from Sarah that Kentish received a huge 
compliment from Territory Families this week when a message 
was passed on from Ken Davies, CEO of Territory Families, that 
“Kentish is the best organisation that he has dealt with in 
professional services and as a specialist educator organisation.” 
As we move through this time of change, I want the Kentish 
family to know it is our time to shine and be proud of the 
programs, systems, initiatives and goals that make us Kentish 
Lifelong Learning & Care Incorporated. 

Bill Triffitt: A message from the Board of Management President 
 
 

The Reconciliation Action Plan Working Group is very proud to report Kentish’s progress with the Kentish Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). 
Reconciliation is about acknowledging Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people’s history and moving forward to close the gap of 
disadvantage that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples face, by creating positive and lasting change through genuine relationships 
with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. Our vision is a world in which every child attains the right to survival, protection, 
development and participation. We launched our RAP on August 26, 2017 with 60 deliverables in the areas of: 
 
 
 
 
 
As an educator, it is important to strengthen knowledge and form mutually supportive and respectful relationships with local Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander community members. National Reconciliation Week (NRW) and National Aborigines and Islanders Day 
Observance Committee (NAIDOC) Week present great opportunities to learn more and get involved in the local community.  
 
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is celebrated nationwide from 27 May to 3 June. During NRW we have the opportunity to unite and 
reflect on our shared histories and the differences we can make towards reconciliation. We will be keeping you advised of local events you 
can attend with the children in your care.  https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/  
 
NAIDOC week celebrations will be held across Australia on 8 July to 15 July to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples. The theme for NAIDOC week in 2018 is ‘Because of Her, We Can’. Visit www.naidoc.org.au › About 
NAIDOC Week for more information. To date we have completed 30 out of 60 (50%) of our deliverables and expect to progress this before 
our RAP launch anniversary in August. If you have not already visited the Narragunnawali website, it is definitely worth a visit 
www.reconciliationaustralia.org.au/narragunnawali  

 
 
 
 
  

Reconciliation Action Plan Update 
 
 

Relationships Respect Opportunities 

https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/
http://www.reconciliationaustralia.org.au/narragunnawali


 

Welcome to the beautiful dry season. We are truly blessed to live 
in such an amazing climate and with a suite of enjoyable events 
upcoming around Darwin, Katherine and Alice Springs. Kentish has 
been a lively and energetic organisation for the past three months 
with many changes and progresses occurring. This has certainly 
kept us on our toes and very busy. 
 
Both Family Day Care (FDC) and Out of Home Care (OOHC) are 
seeing major changes this year, with the implementation of the 
new Child Care Package for FDC and the prospective tendering 
process and Quality Assurance for OOHC. In addition to this, both 
FDC and OOHC will be going through Assessment and Rating this 
year. We will endeavour to keep all educators up to date with any 
information or changes as they arise.  
 
We are very excited to announce the opening of our first Alice 
Springs office, and in addition, welcome to the team the 
wonderful Bonnie Harmer. Bonnie is our Team Coordinator for the 
Alice Spring region, who brings a wealth of knowledge in 
Aboriginal organisations and compliance to the team.  Our office 
opening will be planned for July/August, with further details yet to 
come. 

Kentish has continued the expansion across the Northern 
Territory and we now provide our unique and exceptionally high-
quality care in the Katherine and Alice Springs regions. The NT’s 
rate of OOHC placements is the highest in the country and is 
largely due to the huge percentage of disadvantaged Aboriginal 
children in the NT. Therefore, as expected, more rather than 
fewer children are in need of statutory protection in Alice Springs 
and Katherine due to the large number of Aboriginal communities 
around those areas. 
 
 
Out of Home Care continues to be our largest program, followed 
by Family Day Care, with our smallest program being In Home 
Care. The majority of educators either do OOHC or FDC, with very 
few doing a mix of both OOHC and FDC. We are hoping to increase 
this by using some of our FDC educators as relief OOHC educators 
for respite children. Both FDC and OOHC children numbers are 
increasing. 

  Sarah Fowler: A message from the Executive Director 
 
 

Educators by Region

Darwin Katherine

Alice Springs Remote

Educators by Program

OOHC FDC OOHC/FDC IHC

Children In Care

OOHC FDC IHC



 

Celebrating Family Day Care Week: 
 
Kentish would like to thank all of our Family Day Care educators 
for their continued hard work and commitment to Family Day 
Care. I hope you all had fun celebrating Family Day Care Week at 
Jingili Park on the 08th of May with our Teddy Bear’s Picnic 
theme.   
 
Presenting at Family Day Care Australia Conference: 
 
We are excited to announce after our successful September 
02nd cultural and heritage seminar, that Kentish will be 
presenting at this years’ Family Day Care Australia 2018 
conference. Dale Austin and I will be delivering a presentation on 
how to go beyond tokenism and offer techniques on how to 
create a successful cultural and heritage program to other FDC 
services around Australia. 
 
NT News Advertisement: 
 
Did you see that Kentish placed an advertorial in the newspaper 
promoting the programs we are currently offering to the public? 
I have also advertised vacancies and that we are recruiting new 
qualified FDC educators for Katherine and Alice Springs. If you 
get any enquiries and do not have a position, please forward it 
to admin so we can help fill up the vacant positions within our 
FDC team. 

Latest QECNT - 27th of April:  
 
We have just completed our second round of visits from QECNT. 
As always, we use these visits as an opportunity to learn and 
prefect our current practices. I would like to take this opportunity 
to say on behalf of your Team Coordinators and myself, how 
proud we are of all of you! We thank you for your continued hard 
work and dedication towards your service, children and Kentish. 
Always remember we succeed as a team and we will always 
support each other in striving for excellence and we definitely 
learn from our mistakes. We will be due for another round of 
visits in the next 2 or 3 weeks. I wish you all the very best on your 
next QECNT home visit.   
 
Compliance Checks: 
 
Helen and I have just completed our post cyclone/home 
compliance checks. You have all been doing a fantastic job with 
your environments. I have truly noticed a difference and it is 
evident that your hard work has been paying off. Just few 
reminders moving forward. Please keep up with your open and 
close environment check list. Ensure that all areas accessible to 
children contain no hazards, tools or clutter. Remember if a 
section is not fenced off and there is a possibility that the children 
can access the area and that means it will get assessed by QECNT 
during their visit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luisa Morfe and Emma Tellam: A message from FDC 
 
 



 

 
 

The recent fire equipment tagging at Yilli was a very busy 
morning with many educators taking advantage of this service 
and having their equipment tested and tagged.  We will not be 
having another test and tag until October, if you missed out on 
having your equipment tagged you will need to source your own 
tagging.  It is a regulation that all fire equipment must be tested 
and tagged every six months.  Fire extinguishers only have a life 
span of five years and will need to be replaced after this time. 
 
Just a reminder to all educators with children under the age of 
seven years that all children who have not reached their seventh 
birthday must be in seated in a suitable child restraint for their 
age each time they travel in the car.  Children MUST NOT be in a 
booster seat until they have reached their fourth birthday.  This 
has been an ongoing issue within Kentish with educators placing 
children in child restraints that are not suitable for their age.  If 
you are unsure if your child is in the correct child restraint, please 
contact myself or your team coordinator for advice.  This 
includes children that you receive for respite. 

Please be advised that the Co Educator Contract Signing will be held next Wednesday 9th May. There will be two sessions held, the first 
starting at 6:00 pm and the second starting at 7:30 pm. Please ensure your Co Educators arrive on time for the session they are attending. 
For the 6:00 pm session Co Educators must arrive on time as the doors will be locked by 6:10 pm. If they arrive after 6:10 pm they will 
have to attend the 7:30 pm session. It is important Co Educators are present from the beginning of the session to ensure they don’t miss 
out on any information covered. 
 
Territory Families Assessment and Rating has not been completed yet as they are to conduct two more educator home visits. Please 
ensure that you personalise your children’s bedrooms to their interest, identity and belonging. I will be visiting all OOHC educators with 
their Team Coordinators in the next coming months. 
 
A reminder that the Educator Support Group is on the 1st Wednesday of every month from 10am to 11:30pm.  
 
Some exciting news is a girl’s camp is in the current process of being established and more information will be released at a later stage 
and we will be exploring some new cultural municipals and be utilising local cultural and heritage facilitators. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Helen Webster: A message from the WH&S Officer 
 
 Thank you to all the educators that have completed and 

submitted their emergency procedures for the second quarter.  
The standard of the emergency procedures has improved this 
quarter.  Please ensure that you email your procedures to me as 
I am the person responsible for ensuring that the procedures are 
implemented by all Educators each quarter.  If, for any reason, 
you cannot complete your drills by the due date please contact 
me and request an extension. A few points to remember when 
completing your emergency procedures: 
 
• Ensure that you are using the current forms and use the correct 
form for the procedure i.e. lockdown should be recorded on the 
lockdown form and evacuation on the evacuation form 
•Complete all sections of the form including placing your 
signature at the bottom of the form, electronic signatures will be 
accepted 
•Ensure your scenario is suitable and valid for the procedure i.e. 
you would not need to conduct an evacuation because of a spider 
or cane toad 
•Make sure that you make reference that your procedure is a 
practice drill   
 

Dale Austin: A message from the Cultural and Heritage Adviser 
 
 We have had a great start to the year with another successful men’s camp program being run in April. As previously mentioned we are 

adapting and integrating multiple Kentish programs such as; cultural and heritage, youth and therapy services and other Kentish life skills 
programs into one large program, with great synergy. The Yawurrinj Gunred program is developing into a life skill encompassing project; 
with a broad range of skills being set as an objective. Culture and heritage is an integral part of the children in care and expanding this 
program sits high with the Kentish philosophy. A women’s camp is ready to commence and there are some culturally enriched itineraries 
and program objectives to be taught. 2018 is a great year once again, for culture and heritage and we have a myriad of endeavours to be 
release once finalised. 

Cecile Chavez: A message from the Deputy Director 
 
 



 

Connecting with the community is a passion for me, and I 
strongly believe that community involvement creates 
opportunities to build on trusting, respectful relationships as well 
as networking with organisations and community members 
whilst improving outcomes within the local area.  
 
Over March and April, Kentish Katherine has participated and 
networked within the local community to promote and 
encourage rich and meaningful learning opportunities, this 
included a visit to the Katherine Age Care Hostel where children 
engaged with the elderly through Easter Craft Activities and 
morning tea. Youth Week Art Competition in which youth 
created beautiful art pieces of art and had the opportunity to win 
a gift card from Sports Power and we participated in Healthy 
Harold’s – Thankful Heart session, which was opened up to 
families from both the HIPPY and Families as First Teachers 
programs. 

Please be advised that I will be away on placement for my 
teaching degree from Tuesday 8th May and will not be returning 
back to work until the 13th of June. During this time Luisa and 
Emma will be assisting with issues relating to FDC, can you please 
ensure that during this period that you make contact with Emma 
or Luisa. 

The start of 2018 has seen Kentish further develop their programs and expand into new endeavours. The Cultural and Heritage 
programs have been scheduled with a higher frequency, the Professional Development trainings to incorporate more relevant 
training, the Youth Group welcomed a new member, who we all know and respect – Dawyte Clancy and FDC excursions to include 
a multi-faceted variety in early childhood learning. 
 

 Yawurrinj Kunred – Another successful men’s camp program was facilitated with Dale, Stuart and Ray, heading to Kakadu 

for cultural and therapy teachings; in tradition, respect and life skills. 

 Laughing Yoga – To promote wellbeing and positivity the last PD incorporated laughter, happiness and joviality. 

 FDC Excursion – Caring, nurturing and sensitivity was promoted to all children who attended. A respect for nature and 

the environment were also taught to the children in an early childhood focussed manner. 

 Youth Group – The last youth group was an excursion to Flipout where we welcomed Dawyte to the team and look 

forward to propelling his vision into the Kentish arena and fostering his admirable visions and ideas. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Melinda Wilson: A message from Katherine 
 
 

YAWURRINJ KUNRED 

YOUTH GROUP 

FDC – PETTING ZOO 

LAUGHING YOGA 


